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Sun-Gathering or Trainspotting?



3328 Twenty-Fourth Street @ Osage Alley

Wanda John Gnott Genevieve
1953 Reverse Directory

https://archive.org/details/polkssanfrancisc1953rlpo/page/1462/


John • 50
Wanda • 52

Genevieve • 18

Census
1940  

John • 60 hr week

Oct 16, 1996
Helen Hanson 

Dies @ 98

Jan 13, 1878 • [79]
Wanda Szerudtswski 

Born 
 Austria Poland

Census
1920  

Previous address 
242 Shotwell

1912
Genevieve  Gnott

Born

1924
Mission Shoe Shop 

3326 24th 
opens

BLENDED FAMILY

Gnott Timeline 1878 - 1972

1920
John Gnott  

Wanda & Genevieve 
move in

Aug 25, 1945
Wanda Gnott 

Dies @ 66

1961-62
Mission Shoe Shop 

3326 24th 
closes

1940
Genevieve • 20 

40 hr week• Stenographer 

1900
Helena Krozak 

Born

January 3, 13, 30 1880 • 
[81]

John Gnott 
Born 

Austria / Poland

John Gnott • 64
Genevieve • 25
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1907
Wanda immigrates 
to San Francisco

Helen and Stanley Krozak 
Naturalized

1902
John immigrates 
to San Francisco

1903 [02]
Stanlislaw Krozak 

Born

Jan 30, 1918
John -38-registers for Draft 

November 19, 1910 • @ 31 
John weds Wanda

Census
1930

Helen • 20
Stanley • 17

‘Jennie’ • 8

JOHN GNOTT Family

1905???
John owns shop 
@2804 Mission

April 22, 1972
John Gnott 
dies @ 92

June 15, 2008
Genevieve Cerruti 

dies @ 97

Sept 1986
Stanley Krozak 

Dies @ 83

Census
1950 

John • 48 hr week

June 2, 1964 
Marion G Hanson 

Dies @ 65??

John & Wanda with daughter Genevieve

Moves out, marries Cerruti?

1896  
Wanda marries  

Bronisław Kroczak 
‘Bruno’

Helen 
Marries 

Marion G Hanson ? 



The McKEE Family

Willam J 
Isabel Alice 

DATE DIRECTORY LISTING

1869, 74,75 N s Twenty-fourth bet Mission and Valencia 

1872 N s Twenty Fourth bet Bartlett and  Mission

1873 N s Twenty Fourth near Mission

1875 cor Mission and 24th

1871, 75, 77 N s Twenty-fourth nr Mission

1876, 80-81 N s 24th between Mission and Bartlett

1877 N s 24th, nr Miss

1877 24th nr Mission

1883,84 805 24th Street 

1885-94 807 24th Street 

1895-96 612 24th

1897 3328 24th

Clara LWilliam Andrew
Miss Eva M

James H

Richard Bennett

Mary T
Mary C

Thomas J

James & Mary with children Mary, Thomas, Eva, Richard, Clara, & William [William J, Isabel Alice]



The McKEE Family

Mary C  
born

June 1862

Clara L  
born

1871-2

Eva M (E) 
 born 

February 1867-8

Births • 1833-1880 

Wm J  
born & dies 

12 days 
1876

Isabel Alice  
born & dies

3 months 
1873

James H McKee 
born
1833

William Andrew 
born
1880

Richard Bennett 
born
1870

Thomas Joseph 
 born

June 1865-6
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Mary T  
weds  

James H McKee
1861

Mary T Bennett 
born
1843



Census
Theodore - 63

Marie - 28
1930

Census
Mary

7 years old
1870

Census
Mary

18 years old
1880

Census
Theodore - 75

Marie - 48? (38)
1940

Census
Theodore - 60

Marie - 26
1920

OCCUPATIONS

Mary C McKee Wiltz • 1862-1975 
Theodore 1861-1943 • Marie T 1893-1975

Mary C (Mollie) 
weds  

Theodore Wiltz
Sept 14, 1886

Theodore Wiltz 
born

Aug 17,1861 [?65-7]

Mary C
dies

May 3, 1899

Marie T 
 born 

May 7, 1893

Mary C  
born

June 1862

Clara M Wiltz 
born & dies

3 mos, 21 days 
July 27,1891

Theodore Wiltz 
dies

Nov 3,1943

Marie T Wiltz
dies - 82

Nov 24, 1975

Theodore Wiltz
marries  

Loretta Hesselberth
June 27,1913 

After her divorce

MARY C

Plume Thief 
Miss Wiltz

29 February 1912

Theodore Wiltz
Typesetter 1880-1920 -• Bridge Watchman 1920-40
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Bus Accident 
Marie Wiltz

March 1, 1928

MARRIAGE  
& FAMILY



Thomas Joseph
aka James Thomas 

 born
June 1865-6

Thomas Joseph McKee • 1865-1904

Father
threatens 

James T Jr.
1891

Census
James T

35 years old
1900

James T. McKee sues Market-street Railway 
Company for damages of $299 99. After paying 
his fare on Valencia street car 17, August 23, he 
was thrown off by the conductor and injured so 

as to lay him up for a week. 
September 30, 1894

Thomas Joseph-35
dies

September 25, 1904

Thomas Joseph
registers to vote

1892

Census
Thomas

4 years old
1870

Census
Thomas J

14 years old
1880

THOMAS JOSEPH
18
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Miss Eva, probationary teacher, 
assigned to the  

Columbia Grammar School
May 30,1895

Eva receives house  
as a gift from Mother. 

November 10,1902

Miss Eva begins 
teaching

1892

Eva M McKee, Evalyn, Eva E  • 1867-1919

Census
‘Ellen’

2 years old
1870

Eva M (E) 
 born 

February 1867-8
Census
‘Eva M’

12 years old
1880

Census
‘Evaline’

33 years old
1900

Census
‘Eva’

43 years old
1910

EVA M

Eva McKee makes the 
long list of credentialed 

teachers
January 18,1902

Miss Eva becomes a 
regular teacher

June 25,1896
Miss Eva McKee, a 

probationer, was also 
made a regular teacher

September 1,1892

Eva Graduates
Girls High School

May 27,1885
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Courtesy of UC Berkeley, Bancroft Library

OCCUPATION

1st Grade Teacher
Columbia Cosmopolitan Grammar

1892-1919

Eva M-52
dies

June 13, 1919



Richard Bennett McKee - 1870-1939 
Sadie 1872-1944 • Marion G 1900-1918

Richard  
weds  

Sarah Mullaney
February 28,1897

Census
Richard
0 yrs old

1870

Richard Bennett
registers to vote

1892 & 1898

Richard wounds
hunting pal
March 27

March 27, 1885

Marion Genevieve 
 born 

May1900

Sadie
dies

July 19, 1944

Richard Bennett
dies

September 25, 1939

Census
Richard

10 years old
1880

Census
Richard B - 40
Sarah T - 38

Marion G - 10
1910

Census
Richard - 49
Sadie - 47

1920

Richard Bennett 
born
1870

Marion Genevieve 
 dies 

May 5,1918

Sarah T 
 born 

May1872

Census
Annie T Mullaney - 73

Katherine D Sullivan - 29
Joseph P Sullivan - 30

1910

Census
Richard - 49
Sadie - 47

1900

Moves to  
4379 19th Street

April 1895
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Medical Student
1889

RICHARD BENNETT

Richard witnesses
swimmer - John M Hanley

disappear
October 5, 1907

familysearch.com

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MH4H-QQV


George FItzgerald-83
dies

May 1, 1937

Clara L  
 born 

November 
1871-2

Claire M 
 born 

October 1893

Clara L McKee Arguello Fitzgerald • 1871-1936 
Clara Maude (Claire) Arguello 1893-1906

Clara L  
weds  

Julius Arguello
1890

Census
Clara L

29 years old
1900

Census
Clara L

8 years old
1880

Julius Arguello
born
1870

Clara Fitzgerald-64
dies

November 11, 1936

Julius Arguello-52
dies
1922

Claire M
snatched  

by father Julius
January1902

Julius 
registers 
to vote
1892

CLARA L
Census-Oakland

Clara L-37
 George Fitzgerald-52

1910

Census-Oakland 
Clara L-57

 George Fitzgerald-76
1930
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Arguellos
granted 
divorce

1900

Census-Portland 
Clara L-47
George-60

1920

Clara L  
weds 

George Fitzgerald
1908

Clara M 
marries  

Miguel DeCordoba
May 29,1929

Claire M
marries  

James Cortelyou
1922

Clara M 
Dies? 

May 29,1929?



William A McKee • 1880-1955 
Hannah (Hattie) 1882-1955 • Son 1918

William A  
weds Hattie
?1910, 1914

Passport
Jan 27,1922

Hattie
dies

April 30, 1955

William
dies

Sept 11, 1955

Census
William

0 years old
1880

Registers for 
the Draft

Sept 12,1917

Census
William - 48
Hattie - 48

1930

William Andrew
born

Dec 16, 1880-82-83

Hannah (Hattie)
Born 

December 12, 1882

Travel to 
Hawaii

November 1924

Census
William

20 years old
1900

Census
William

28 years old
1910

Destinations  
added to Passport

February 4

Census
William - 38
Hattie - 37

 2201 California (Hattie’s Family?)
1920

WILLLIAM ANDREW

House sold
to John Gnott

1920
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Son of William & Harriet
b. & d. Dec 24, 1918

Census
William - 58
Hattie - 58

1940

Return from 
Shanghai

March 4, 1925



SF Chronicle • November 7, 1881
“OUR OWN” SOCIAL
The second invitation party of the “Our Own” Social 
Club on Thursday last…The club is composed of 
and managed entirely by ladies. The ladies of this 
club show that they understand the secret of 
making social assembly most enjoyable. The 
following are the officers; President Miss Mary 
McKee.… Floor Manager, Miss Mary McKee

Miss Eva McKee

Eva M McKee, Hattie •  Early 1890s Party Girls

SF Chronicle • March 28, 1892
The election of officers by the Excelsior Literary and 
Musical Club last Monday night was interesting to its 
members and the dancing afforded pleasure to others 
the election resulted in the following selection for the 
ensuing term: …Miss Eva McKee treasurer.… with 
others on the executive board. This evening the club 
will have its usual dance.

SF Chronicle • January 20, 1894
THE SOCIAL WORLD.
Dance of the Friday Night Club. 
The fourth of the dances of the Friday Night Club was given last 
evening at Odd Fellows’ Hall. These dances have been so popular 
and successful that regret was expressed that the next will be the 
last of the series. Dancing began at 9 o'clock and stopped at 
midnight when supper was announced. After supper dancing was 
resumed and continued until 2 o'clock. The whole look pretty with 
bunting of different colors, ferns, palms and gay flowers. Five 
figures of a cotillion were danced to the inspiriting music of Huber's 
Hungarian Orchestra. The cotillion was led by the manager, who 
had as his partner Miss Taylor, one of the season’s debutantes. 
Miss McKee was among those who participated in the cotillion.  

Hattie McKee

SF Chronicle • December 4, 1896
THOSE IN THE SWIM
The McKee residence, 2336 24th Street, was the scene of a merry gathering on Friday 
evening, December 4th. A good programme was enjoyed. After dancing a delicious collation 
was served. Those present were: Mrs. McKee Miss Tessie Lahaney, Miss Eva McKee, Miss 
Nelly Foley, Miss Annie Corbett, Miss Mae Dumm, Miss Joale Ambrose, Miss Margaret 
Lahaney, Miss Maggie Dunn, Chester Smith, Richard McKee, Dr. Cooper, C. MacDonald, Dr. 
Sumner, Percy Wood, William McKee, Dr. Hosted and Elmore Stanley.

Miss Mary McKee

San Francisco Call • April 7, 1890
The Amico Club Party at Sacramento
The Amico Club closed its season of dancing last Friday evening by 
giving a successful and enjoyable party at Turner Hall, Sacramento. This 
club has been conducted on a similar plan to that of the Plaislr and 
Reseda, with the exception that the membership includes young ladies as 
well as gentlemen, while in the other clubs there are only gentleman on 
the membership-roll, who are privileged to escort to their dances such 
young ladies as they choose. In the Amico Club there are the same 
number of young gentleman as ladies, and the club contains all together 
about 80 members, nearly all of them are under the age of 20 years. 
None but the families and friends of the members are invited to the club 
parties.
The hall was neatly decorated with streamers and flags, and the 
musicians’ stand was literally in the midst of a garden of potted plants and 
evergreens. The music was excellent and the dances numbered nearly 
twenty. A lemonade-stand in the corner of the hall, tastefully arranged and 
decorated, furnished cooling beverages for the dancers, and toward the 
close of the evening a choice supper was served. Miss Eva McKee is a 
club member among others.

https://infoweb-newsbank-com.ezproxy.sfpl.org/apps/news/openurl?ctx_ver=z39.88-2004&rft_id=info:sid/infoweb.newsbank.com&svc_dat=AMNEWS&req_dat=C4A791F4197B4BD28C27A2A6A0C93929&rft_val_format=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:ctx&rft_dat=document_id:image%252Fv2%253A142051F45F422A02%2540EANX-NB-14D8EC27D371AF4E%25402408392-14D7F2A0B57206AE%25403-14D7F2A0B57206AE%2540/hlterms:McKee
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.ezproxy.sfpl.org/apps/news/document-view?p=AMNEWS&t=&sort=YMD_date:A&page=67&fld-base-0=alltext&maxresults=20&val-base-0=McKee&fld-nav-0=YMD_date&val-nav-0=Aug%2025,%201880%20-%20Dec%2031,%201900&docref=image/v2:142051F45F422A02@EANX-NB-14DD8D44437D1367@2412186-14DC3B7BA16E038D@4-14DC3B7BA16E038D@
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.ezproxy.sfpl.org/apps/news/document-view?p=AMNEWS&t=&sort=YMD_date:A&page=85&fld-base-0=alltext&maxresults=20&val-base-0=McKee&fld-nav-0=YMD_date&val-nav-0=Aug%2025,%201880%20-%20Dec%2031,%201900&docref=image/v2:142051F45F422A02@EANX-NB-14DF94123165D5B1@2412849-14DC3AA0EEBDEC95@6-14DC3AA0EEBDEC95@
https://www.genealogybank.com/doc/newspapers/image/v2:142051F45F422A02@GB3NEWS-1531FC41953BCA6E@2413907-153094B8A142B02B@29-153094B8A142B02B@?h=14&fname=Richard&lname=McKee&fullname=&kwinc=&kwexc=&rgfromDate=1871&rgtoDate=1945&formDate=&formDateFlex=exact&dateType=range&processingtime=&addedFrom=&addedTo=&sid=vsfwjbmddctmibrwpctgaqopcystlngd_wma-gateway009_1618884417730
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San Francisco Chronicle, Page 20, January 18, 1891
A DIVIDED FAMILY
James McKee Makes Threats Against His Children
It was a sad case which occupied police Judge Worley‘s attention for 
a few minutes yesterday morning, that of a wife and children against 
husband and father. The case was that of James McKee, a carpenter 
about 60 years of age, charged with making threats to kill, and the 
complaining witnesses were his own children, grown to the estate of 
manhood. Several months ago Mrs. McKee secured a divorce from 
her husband on several grounds and since that time he has let no 
opportunity go by in which he might terrify and 
torment the family. The children upheld the mother and the 
irate ex-husband became unbearable in his conduct toward them
The mother and children live at 807 Twenty-
fourth Street, and on Friday night McKee went 
to the door and demanded admission and on 
being refused he drew a knife and threatened to 
exterminate the entire family regardless of cost. 
An officer who happened to pass along took the belligerent McKee 
into custody, Judge Worley remanded him for sentence. 

San Francisco Chronicle - 6 January 1891
THE UNHAPPY M’KEES
Their Divorce Suit Now on Trial
The divorce suit of Mary T McKee against James H McKee was jointly tried in Judge fins court 
yesterday. The parties to the action, both of whom are quite well advanced in life were married in 
Canada in 1861 and have a family of grown-up children. The wife charges her husband with 
extreme cruelty, while he, in a cross complaint, alleged cruelty and also desertion on her part. 
Among other things he alleges that the plaintive has for years past 
caused their children to refrain from noticing or speaking to him 
and that she has allowed him nothing to eat but the scraps which 
might be left on the table after the rest of the family has finished 
their meals.

San Francisco Chronicle - 1 July 1890
MARITAL MISFITS
Mary T. McKee has filed a complaint  
for divorce against James McKee.

July 1, 1890 • January 6 • Divorce Court January 17, 1891 • James H McKee draws a knife on James T McKee Jr.
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Daily Alta California, Volume 84, Number 18, 18 
January 1891
SON AGAINST FATHER.
James McKee Charged with Trying to Murder 
His Son.
The spectacle of children testifying against their father was 
seen in Judge Worley's courtroom yesterday morning 
when James McKee, a man about sixty years of age, was 
charged with assault with a deadly weapon. His son, 
James McKee Jr., and his daughter, Eva. were the 
complaining witnesses. The defendant has raised a large 
family of children, now fully grown. He has been an 
industrious carpenter, and by his thrift managed to build lor 
himself a home at 824 Twenty-fourth street. A short 
time ago he began to drink, and his wife sued 
for a divorce and recently obtained it. He has been 
sleeping under the family roof, but last 
evening when he returned home his son 
denied him admission and a scuffle on 
the front porch ensued, during which McKee 
pulled a penknife from his pocket. The son retreated to the 
street and called in an officer, who arrested the old man on 
a charge of assault with a deadly weapon. After hearing 
the testimony, the Judge took the matter under 
advisement.

San Francisco Call, Volume 69, Number 48, 17 January 1891
FATHER AGAINST SON
J McKee Placed Under Arrest for Threats Against 
Life. 
James McKee, the recently divorced husband of Mary McKee, 
was arrested last night by Officers Clifford and Dalton, at the 
instance of his son, for threats against life. Young McKee claims 
his father called at his mother's house on Twenty-fourth street 
and tried to force an entrance. When this was refused him he 
drew a knife, and threatened to thrust it to the hilt into him. 
Young McKee then called a policeman and had his father taken 
to the Seventeenth-street Station in the patrol-wagon. James 
McKee is a carpenter by trade and up to a very recent date lived 
happily enough. But family troubles resulted and his wife got a 
divorce on the ground of extreme cruelty. An estate worth 
$2500 was divided so as to give him one-
fourth, and this seems to have caused more 
trouble and been the direct cause of last 
night's encounter.

January 17, 18, 1891 • James H McKee draws knife to kill /murder his son — at 807 24th Street

San Francisco Call, Volume 69, Number 49, 18 January 1891
Threatened to Kill Son
James McKee, a carpenter, was examined in Police Court 3 
yesterday on a charge of uttering threats against life. About a 
year ago he was divorced, and since then he has frequently 
demanded admission to the residence of his former wife at 807 
Twenty Fourth street while he was under the influence of liquor 
on Friday night when his son James answered his ring at the 
doorbell and during a scuffle on the steps the father drew a 
knife and threatened to kill his offspring. Mrs. McKee and her 
daughter Eva were also in court and gave testlmony against 
the former Head of the family. Judge Joachimsen took the case 
under advisement.

San Francisco Call • January 17, 1891
A FATHER’S THREAT
James McKee Draws a Knife to Kill His Son
Trouble has been brewing in the McKee household for 
sometime, and last week it culminated in Mrs. Mary McKee 
securing a divorce from James McKee on the ground of 
extreme cruelty. The $2500 estate was divided up so as to 
give the husband one quarter. It is said that this fact 
prompted McKee to go out to his wife's house on Twenty-
fourth Street, last night and demanded admittance, but 
what his intentions were is not known. His son answered 
his knock, and upon refusing to admit him the father drew a 
large knife and threatened to kill him. He was turned over 
to an officer, and was booked at the Seventeenth Street 
station for threats against life.
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3 days later, January 22, 1891 • James H McKee falls from a balcony at 2 AM…

San Francisco Call, Volume 69, Number 56, 25 January 1891
OFFICIOUS AND LAZY.
A County Hospital Attendant Strongly Condemned. 
That everything is not conducted as it should be at night at the 
City aud County Hospital is becoming painfully obvious to 
residents in that neighborhood and to persons who are 
compelled to go there for information or on other business. 
On Monday night a young woman in a delicate condition was 
taken there for ' treatment. Entrance was gained only after 
considerable trouble. Fully fifteen minutes passed before the 
obtuse gate-keeper, either through pure stupidity or from the 
wish to make others feel the weight of his authority, would admit 
the inquirer after the resident physician. 
On January 2d the Seventeenth-street police patrol went to the 
hospital with a wounded man at 1 o'clock in the morning. After a 
half hour's clanging of the hospital bell and foot-bell on the 
wagon, the gatekeeper appeared, with tbe excuse that he had 
been "at supper." 
On the 21st the same patrol carried to the hospital James 
McKee, a carpenter, who had fallen from a balcony aud 
sustained fractured ribs and internal injuries. The hour was 2 
o'clock in the morning, and almost the same experience as on 
the previous occasion was had before the sleepy attendant 
answered the summons. 
He had the same excuse of being at supper. When the officer in 
charge of the wounded man asked to what extent he was liable 
in ease his delay should cause the death of an otherwise 
seriously wounded person a suggestive shrug of his shoulders 
was the only reply. He is accused with being lazy and officious.

San Francisco Chronicle - 23 January, 1891
Fell From a Balcony
A carpenter name James McKee, residing at 807 Twenty-fourth Street, fell about 
2 o'clock yesterday morning from the balcony of his residence to the ground, a 
distance of about twenty feet fracturing his shoulder-blade and breaking several 
ribs. He was taken in a buggy to the Seventeenth Street police station, whence 
he was removed to the city and county hospital. McKee was less than a week 
ago charge by his son with threats against life and being drunk.
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MARRIAGE

San Francisco Call • November 3, 1890
The Arguello—McKee Wedding
At 9 o'clock on Thursday morning, at Saint James 
Church, Miss Clara McKee and Mr. Julius Arguello were 
married, Rev. Father McCann, assisted by Rev. Father 
Lynch, officiating. Immediately at the conclusion of the 
marriage ceremony and nuptial mass was celebrated. 
During the service selections were from Verdi and other 
well-known composers were rendered by the choir, 
consisting of Mrs. McKee-Wilz, Mr. Weismer, violinist, 
and Miss Kelly, organist. A receptionist was held at the 
residence of Mrs. James McKee Sr., on Twenty-fourth 
Street, and in the afternoon Mr. and Mrs. Arguelo left for 
a bridal trip to Santa Rosa. The groom is a great 
grandson of the first governor of California when under 
the jurisdiction of the Spanish crown.

Clara McKee & Julius ArguelloNovember 30, 1890
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1890 Santa Clara Census • Julius, Clara L, Clara M, Moon

1900 SF Census • Clara L & Clara M @ The McKees

Lived on Washington Street in Santa Clara near Lafayette

McKee/Arguello Marriage • November 30, 1890 Clara & Julius & Claire

San Francisco Chronicle • 15 October 1899
THE ARGUELLOS ARE DIVORCED
Mrs. Clara L. Arguello was granted a divorce from Julius J. Arguello by Judge Seawell 
yesterday on the grounds of failure to provide. The witnesses were she and her sister, 
Miss Eva McKee of 3328 Twenty-Fourth Street. They stated that Arguello had not 
provided for his wife for two years. The marriage took place on November 27, 1890. At 
that time Arguello, who belongs to a rich family of Santa Clara, 
had about $50,000. Judge Seawell was informed the young 
man squandered this money. Mrs. Arguello was awarded the 
custody of her little daughter, Claire. When she found that 
she had to support herself she got a position as a teacher 
in the school department. She was appointed in 
December, 1898 but in January, 1899, the new Board of 
Education revoked the appointment of Mrs. Arguello and 
other teachers. Her suit against the Board to recover her 
position and salary is pending. Her sister Miss McKee, is a teacher. The 
divorce suit was filed on May 17, 1898

— October 16, 1899
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Grand Daughter • Claire AbductedJanuary 22, 1902



San Francisco Call, Wednesday, January 22, 1902

CHILD IS STOLEN BY HER FATHER
WHILE ON HER WAY TO SCHOOL

Julius Arguello Forcibly Carries Off Daughter and 
Divorced Wife Wants Him Arrested

LITTLE GIRL WHO WAS ABDUCTED BY HER FATHER WHILE ON 
HER WAY TO SCHOOL YESTERDAY MORNING AND HER PARENTS. 
WHOSE MARITAL DIFFERENCES CULMINATED IN A. DIVORCE, THE 
MOTHER BEING AWARDED THE CUSTODY OF THE CHILD. 


Little Claire Arguello, a nine-year-old 
schoolgirl, was abductod by her father. 
Julius P. Arguello, while on her way to the 
Agassiz Primary School yesterday morning. 
According to her schoolmates, Claire made an 
outcry and tried to get away, but her abductor 
held her firmly and despite her protest carried 
her to a Valencia-street car and when last seen 
was on his way downtown. Mrs. Clara Arguello. 
who lives at 2328 Twenly-fourth street, mother 
of the child, was heartbroken when she 
learned of the trick played on her by her 
divorced husband. She immediately visited 
the Hall of Justice and swore to a warrant 
for his arrest on the charge of abduction. 
Detective Coleman was detailed to locate the 
child and arrest Arguello. 

It appears that Arguello, who is a member of 
the well-known San Jose family of that name, 
married the mother of the child ten years ago. 
In 1900 the wife secured a divorce and was 
awarded the custody of the child. Arguello 
has always tried to see Claire, but the child 
had no love for him. For the last week, he 
hovered in the vicinity of the school attended 
by the little girl and tried to induce her to go 
with him. Failing in this he waited for her 
yesterday morning. He was accompanied 
by a woman and when Claire passed the 
pair Arguello grabbed her and the woman 
snatched her books.
Late yesterday afternoon Arguello telephoned 
to the home of his former wife, but she was 
absent. He then told her brother that Claire 
was safe and he would return her today. This 
only made the family more anxious to learn of 
his whereabouts. They fear that he is trying 
to delude them and will leave for South 
America. Arguello told a friend named H. U. 
Jones that he had married a wealthy woman 
and was going away on a long trip. 
The mother claims that Arguello abducted 
the child to annoy and spite her.

January 22, 1902 • Child is Stolen by her Father While on her Way to School
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San Francisco Chronicle, January 23, 1902 Page 8
DENIES ABDUCTION STORY. 
J. J. Arguello returns his daughter  
to her mother 
J. J. Arguello, with his wife, charged with the 
abduction of his daughter, Clare from the custody of 
her mother, Clara Arguello, his divorced wife, was in 
Judge Cabaniss court yesterday with the child. The 
warrant had not been served on him but after 
reading the story of the alleged 
abduction in the morning papers he 
had at once taken the child into 
court. He told judge that it was not 
his intention to abduct his daughter; 
that he had called at the house 
several times and been denied 
admittance and refused permission 
to see the child. When he saw her on 
the street Wednesday her shoes 
were worn out at the soles and her 
feet were wet. She had accompanied him and 
his present wife, he said, and at their home on 
Ellis street his wife had found the little 
one's clothing was not suitable. He 
permitted her to telephone her 
mother saying that she was all right and would be 
at home in the morning. The court questioned the 
child closely, and in reply she denied that she had 
been shaken, seized or carried away, but had 
gone willingly, as she wanted to see 
her little half-brother. Arguello returned the 
child to her mother yesterday afternoon at her home, 
and at 8 o'clock all parties were in court. The mother 
of the child insisted that the object was abduction, but 
after again questioning the child the Court fixed the 
bond of Mrs. Josephine Arguello at $25 and that of 
Arguello at $500. This was given and they were 
released.

San Francisco Chronicle, January 22, 1902 Page 8
STOLE HIS CHILD FROM HER SCHOOL
Little Claire Arguello Was Kidnaped by Her 
Father
While on her way to the Agassiz school yesterday 
morning little Claire Arguello, age 8 who resides with 
her mother and grandmother at 3328 24th St. was 
kidnapped and hurried away crying and protesting, on 
a Valencia Street car. The abductors were her father, 
Julius J. Arguello, and a strange woman 
dressed in a black coat and skirt, 
blue waist with white dots and 
b l a c k h a t w i t h r e d v e l v e t 
trimmings. Arguello, who has been divorced 
from his wife for two years, and who is highly 
connected in San Jose, had threatened to carry the 
girl away. Said the mother last night: 
"Arguello and this woman, presumably his wife, were 
seen lurking about the schoolhouse Friday and again 
Monday, when I saw this strange woman running 
down the street after Claire. When I confronted her 
she confusedly asked where an imaginary Mrs. 
Adams lived, and hurried away. This morning they 
caught my daughter in front of the school. Her 
playmates saw them shake her violently. The scolded 
her and forced her on board a street car, the woman 
taking her books. Mr. Arguello was heard offering to 
buy fine clothes for her. She was badly frightened and 
was sobbing. 
"Immediately I swore out warrants before Judge 
Cabaniss for the arrest of both parties on the charge 
of abduction, as a court had awarded the exclusive 
custody of the child to me. She was dressed 
in a black dress with red yolk and 
red belt and russet leather sailor 
cap. She has dark brown hair and big black eyes. 
We have detectives out looking for the parties and are 
guarding against they're taking the boat tomorrow for 
Guatemala, where we have been told Arguello has 
been planning to go" 
Late yesterday afternoon William McKee, brother of 
Mrs. Arguello received a telephone message from 
Arguello to the effect that the kidnapped child would 
be returned to the home  this morning. This however 
is believed by the family to be a ruse  to pacify the 
child and to gain time for the escape of the abductors.

January 22, 1902 • (Julius Arguello) Stole His Child From Her School January 23, 1902 • Denies Abduction Story

JAN 23 1902
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San Francisco Call, January 22, 1902 Page 8
ARGUELLO DENIES THE  
CHARGE OF ABDUCTION
Dramatic Scene in the Police Court  
Between Him and his Divorced Wife 
Julius P.. Arguello, for who's arrest a warrant was 
issued Tuesday on a charge of abduction, walked into 
Judge Cabanis' court yesterday morning, leading his 
daughter, Claire, by the hand. He was accused by his 
divorced wife of abducting the little girl, who was given 
into the custody of the mother when the decree was 
granted about two years ago. 
Argue l lo den ied tha t he had 
abducted the girl and stated that, 
seeing her almost shoeless, and 
wearing clothes that were shabby, he 
and his present wife took her with 
them to their house and bought her a 
new outfit. He telephoned to his 
former wife, telling her where the 
child was and that she would stay at 
his house all night. The little girl 
denied to the judge that her father 
had abducted her and seemed to be 
very fond of him. The Judge told Arguello to 
return in the afternoon at 3 o'clock with his wife, who 
is included in the charge and he notified the other 
parties to be there at the same time. 
At that hour all parties were in court, and the scene 
that ensued was at t imes dramat ic. The 
divorced wife showed that she hated 
the present wife, who is a quiet, lady 
like woman, and when Arguello said 
that if he had the intention of 
abducting the girl he would have 
waited till a steamer was leaving for 
Central America the divorced the 
wife cried out "Ha, ha! He has shown 
his hand now." And burst into a 
hysterical fit of laughter. The Judge 
continued the case till to-day and allowed Mrs. 
Arguello to go on $25 bail, and fixed Arguello's bonds 
in $500 or $100 cash.

Arguello Denies the Charge of Abduction
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January 22, 1902 • Former San Josean Figures in Sensational Bay City Episode

San Jose Evening News, January 22, 1902 Page 

Abducts His Child
Former San Jose Figures in Sen-

sational Bay City Episode
Julius Arguello, who is well known in this city, where he 
resided for sometime several years ago, and who has 
many relatives in Santa Clara County, is one of the central 
figures in a sensational abduction case in San Francisco. 
As will be seen from the following appearing in a paper in 
that city. Little Claire Arguello a nine year old school girl 
was abducted by her father, Julius P. Arguello, while on 
her way to the Agassiz primary school yesterday morning. 
According to her schoolmates Claire made an outcry and 
tried to get away but her abductor held her firmly and 
despite her protest carried her to a Valencia Street car and 
when last scene was on his way downtown. 
Arguello was accompanied by a strange woman dressed 
in a black coat and skirt, blue waist with white dots and 
black hat with red velvet trimmings.
It appears that Arguello, who is a member of the well-
known San Jose family of that name, Mary the mother of 
the child 10 years ago. In 1900 the wife security divorce 
and was awarded the custody of the child. Arguello has 
always tried to see Claire but the child had no love for him. 
For the last week he hovered in the vicinity of the school 
attended by the little girl and try to induce her to go with 
him. 
Failing in this, he waited for her yesterday morning. He 
was accompanied by the woman described and when 
Claire passed the pair Arguello grabbed her and the 
woman snatched her books. 

Mrs. Claire Arguello who lives at 3328 24th Street, mother of 
the child, was heartbroken when she learned of the trick 
played on her by her divorced husband. She immediately 
visited the Hall of Justice and swore to a warrant for his 
arrest on the charge of abduction. 
Said the mother last night: 
“Arguello and this woman, presumably his wife, were seen 
lurking about the school house Friday and again Monday, 
when I saw this strange woman running down the street after 
Claire. When I confronted her she confusedly asked where in 
an imaginary Mrs. Adams lived, and hurried away. This 
morning they caught my daughter in front of the school. Her 
playmates saw them shake her violently. They scolded her 
and forced her on board a street car, the woman taking her 
books. Mr. Arguello was heard offering to buy fine clothes for 
her. She was badly frightened and was sobbing. 
“Immediately I swore at warrant before a judge Cabaniss for 
the arrest of both parties on the charge of abduction as the 
Court had awarded the exclusive custody of the child to me. 
She was dressed in a black dress with red yolk and red belt 
and russet leather sailor cap. She has dark brown hair and 
black eyes. We have detectives out looking for the parties 
and are guarding against their taking the boat tomorrow for 
Guatemala, where we have been told Arguello has been 
planning to go.“
Detective Coleman was detailed to locate the child and 
arrest Arguello.
Late yesterday afternoon Arguello telephoned to the home of 
his former wife, but she was absent. He then told her brother 
that Claire was safe and he would return her today. This only 
made the family more anxious to learn of his whereabouts. 
They fear that he is trying to delude them and will leave for 
South America. Arguello told a friend named H. U. Jones that 
he had married a wealthy woman and was going away on a 
long trip.

https://www.genealogybank.com/nbshare/AC01210408205125011221658365412


DEATHS
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Hannah (Hattie) - 83
1882 - Sept 11, 1955

William Andrew - 71
1880 - April 30, 1955
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Clara L - 64
1871 - Nov 13, 1936

Theodore Wiltz - 82
1861 - Nov 3,1943

Sarah (Sadie) - 72
1872 - July 19, 1944

Richard Bennett - 69
1870 - May 19, 1939

Clara M - ?
Cortelyou

1893 - X, 19??Mary C - 37
Wiltz

1862 - May 3,1899 Thomas Joseph - 35
1867 - Sept 25,1904?

Mary T McKee - 68
1836 - Aug 15, 1904

Julius J Arguello - 52
1870 - Feb14,1922

Eva M - 52
1867 - June 13, 1919

James H McKee - 80
1833 - October 17, 1913

Marion Genevieve - 18 
 1900 - May 5,1918

Marie T Wiltz - 82
1893 - Nov 24, 1975

Wm J 
 @12 days 

1876

Isabel Alice 
@ 3 months 

1873
Son of William & Harriet

b. & d. Dec 24, 1918

Clara M Wiltz
@ 3 mos, 21 days 

July 27,1891



Colma Cemetary Records 

MCKEE JAMES H 10 02 1913 B 12 35 5 Father•80 

MCKEE MARY T 08 17 1904 B 12 35 5 Mother•68  

WILZ MARY C 05 03 1899 H 9 38 13 Daughter•37* 

 WILTZ THEODORE  11 06 1943 L 14  14 Husband•82 

 WILTZ Clare M 07 27 1891 H 9 38  Grandchild•3m21d* 

 WILTZ MARIE T 11 28 1975 L 14  14 Grand Daughter•82 

MCKEE JAMES T        Son•35? 

MCKEE EVA E 06 16 1919 B 12 35 6 Daughter•52 

MCKEE RICHARD B 05 19 1939 B 7 31 1 Son•69 

 MCKEE SARAH  07 18 1944 B 7 31 1 Wife•72 

 McKEE MARION G 05 15 1918 B 7 31 3 Grand Daughter•18 

FITZGERALD CLAIRE L 11 17 1936 B 12 35 4 Daughter•64 

 CORTELYOU CLAIRE M?        Grand Daughter•? 

MCKEE Isabel A 09 02 1873 H 9 38 14 Granchild•3m*  

MCKEE William J 07 13 1876 H 9 38 10 Grandchild•12d* 

MCKEE WILLIAM A 05 02 1955 B 12 35 7 Son•71 

 MCKEE HATTIE  04 30 1955     Wife•83 

 MCKEE son  12 26 1918 B 12 35 6 Grandchild•2d*

Last Name First Name Middle Month Day Year Section Row Area Grave Relation • Age

Missing Records

*Thomas Joseph, James T, McKee d.1904

Harriet, Hannah, Hattie McKee d. 1955

Claire Arguello Cortelyou d.?

Portable Holy Cross Map

MCKEE JAMES H 10 02 1913 B 12 35 5 HOLY CROSS 

MCKEE MARY T 08 17 1904 B 12 35 5 HOLY CROSS  

WILZ MARY C 05 03 1899 H 9 38 13 HOLY CROSS* 

 WILTZ THEODORE  11 06 1943 L 14 14           HOLY CROSS 

 WILTZ Clare M 07 27 1891 H 9 38  HOLY CROSS* 

 WILTZ MARIE T 11 28 1975 L 14 14           HOLY CROSS 

MCKEE JAMES T  

MCKEE EVA E 06 16 1919 B 12 35 6 HOLY CROSS 

MCKEE RICHARD B 05 19 1939 B 7 31 1 HOLY CROSS 

 MCKEE SARAH  07 18 1944 B 7 31 1 HOLY CROSS 

 McKEE MARION G 05 15 1918 B 7 31 3 HOLY CROSS 

FITZGERALD CLARA L 11 17 1936 B 12 35 4 HOLY CROSS 

 CORTELYOU CLAIRE  

MCKEE Isabel A 09 02 1873 H 9 38 14 HOLY CROSS*  

MCKEE William J 07 13 1876 H 9 38 10 HOLY CROSS*  

MCKEE WILLIAM A 05 02 1955 B 12 35 7 HOLY CROSS 

 MCKEE HATTIE  04 30 1955     CYPRESS LAWN 

 MCKEE son  12 26 1918 B 12 35 6 HOLY CROSS*

Infant Death Spouse Grandchildren

Last Name First Name Middle Month Day Year Section Row Area Grave Collection

Father • 80

Mother • 68

Daughter • 37

Husband (in-law) • 82

**Grandchild • 3m 21d

Grand Daughter • 82

Son • 35?

Daughter • 52

Son • 69

Wife (in-law) • 72

Grand Daughter • 18

Daughter •  64

Grand Daughter • ?

**Daughter • 3m

**Son • 12d

Son • 71

Wife (in-law) • 83

**Grandchild • 2d

HOLY CROSS
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